
FROM FOREIGN SHORES

Consul Gibbs Writes From Madagascar
The Supremacy ot the French Col-

ored

¬

Men Holding High Official Posi ¬

tion and Eligible to AH Places of
Trust and Honor A Dark Picture
From Home

Tamative Madagascar Aug 5 1900

Dear Friend Cooper I have your fa-

vor

¬

June 14th la9t in which you say
you would like to have a Hue from me
that you may let the frieods over here
know what you are doing Well here
it is line upon line if not precept etc
I am still doing business at the same
old stand and doubt if I have any ¬

thing to say regarding this far away
post that would particularly interest
your readers engrossed as I perceive
they are in domestic phases and in the
alignment of our recent acquisitions

Regarding the physical development
or moral progress of Madagascar as
you know it is now a French province
with a Governor General and staff all
appolnteea from France The Gov ¬

ernment is doing considerable to open
up the oountry by moans of telegraphs
railroads turnpikes and canals At
Paris they recently voted sixty millions
francs 12 million dollars for a rail
toad from here to Tananarivo the cap-

ital

¬

200 miles from here over a moun
tainous and broken country The oap- -

HON M W GIBBS
U B Consul toTamatave Madagascar

itl is situated on a plateau 5000 feet
above sea level with a climate cool and
bracing Here at Tamative a fire place
or heating stove In a house are un
known appendages The HovaR for a

long period were the rulers previous to

the conquest and occupation by the
Fronch who by diplomacy force and
iron will the means usually adopted
by the strong when a coveted prize
looms m the distance added an im
mense territory to their colonial posses

alone But perhaps in the interest of

civilization the change is not to be de-

plored

¬

The Hovas were a superior
clas of the Madagascan people the
rulerB being men of education and abil
ity but not equal in quality or quanti ¬

ty to cope with the energy wealth and
military prowess of a power like France

The mental and physical oouditlons
of the great bulk of the natives were
not and are not inviting they were

held by a mild system of slavery a

system that in substance still exists
under French rule as to forced labor on

public works The severity of tasks
aud bad rum are said by a friendly so

ciety at Paris in Its protest to be fact
decimating their number The French
Government however are establishing
an extension of schools for the natives
where industrial training will be the
marked feature and which on yester ¬

day the occasion being wiomoil visit

THE COLORED MOERICAtf WASHUJTGTOtf D 0
the Governor was pleased to pay me I
took pains to extol as you knowindus
trial training is my pet The General
wisely remarking we wish first to
place the present generation in a posi ¬

tion to earn more money so they will
do aDie to give their offspring a higher
education if they wish The English
Norwegians from America the Friends
and other missions are doing some ¬

thing for their educational and moral
progress but the appliances are meager
compared with the herculean task that
awaits them

There is however this difference in
the problem here There are colored
men occupying places of prominence as
officials as tellers In banks elerks in
counting houses and msrchant stores
Here it is condition and nt color
wealth and position the open se
sameJ On social occasions the broth-
er in black is In evidence without ape
cial notice of the past and strangest of
it all on the following day the sun and
other heavenly bodies seem to stand or
revolve in their accustomed orbits My
health has been good although the bu-

bonic
¬

peat periodical in its visitations
has been alarming in the suddenness
of its destruction of JIfe In the spring
it is again expected to alight without

healing in its wings Bnt I will not
longer dwell on Madagascan peculiar --

ties many of which as elsewhere are
not chastening What I am interested
in and want to know about is how
you are getting on with the old
grudge If I judge oorreotly from the
journals that reach me that during my
near three years absence Its status
unlike renowned grape juice has neith
er dissipated or improved bglapse of
time and that lynching and disfran ¬

chisement Btill have the right of way
The expansion of our sovereignty Is

frought with complications and oner ¬

ous duties from the statesman the
zeal of the humanitarium and one of
reformer and friends of equitable gov ¬

ernment unflinching determination
that kindness and justice shall be ced-

ed
¬

to the people thereof But is the
prospect for the disemination or as
cendenoy of these virtures either bright
or promising If the exerciie and en-

joyments

¬

of these attributes are not
growing to millions of the American
household is it reasonable to expect
they will dominate abroad There is
reason for apprehension that our cou ¬

sins in the EaBt will find little change
of despotic tendencies amid the rank
and file of American adventurers The
philosophy of our system of govern-
ment

¬

seems out of balance Cicero wrote
that excessive liberty leads both na-

tions
¬

and Individuals into excessive
slavery

But amid the lights and shadows that
environ tbe Negroes he is neither un¬

deserving of the assistance rendered
and indispensible for educational de-

velopment
¬

which has been generous
one for which he is grateful although
handicapped by a prejudice confront-
ing

¬

on so many avenues of industry
and foibiding his entry Not undeserv-
ing

¬

for patient and non anarchistin the
realms of labor hlB right topossesB and
enjoying equality of citizenship is writ ¬

ten witn blood and bravery on the
battle field of every war of the republlo
where he fell forward as fits a man
Munificient contributions of Christians
and philanthropists for missionary
work abroad are greatly in evidence
given with a self complacency of duty
doue but however fail to vivify the
declining pulse beat for equality before

the law and justice fat home Mani ¬

festly there is an absence of that ar

raignment and condemnation of wrong
done the weak that contributed so
largely to abolish the coon laws of
England and slavery on the United
States History is the record that it is
the men of moral courage and heroism
who by pen and voice thatsocailifcy
andgainoannot intimidate and combat
evil in their very midst that leave
foot prints In the sands of time This
we know to be abundantly beneficial

But is it not also true that the rap
Idity of reform is acoolorated by wis ¬

dom tin recognizing aright present
conditions rather than by a Btralned
conception of gratitude for the past
Do we not trust too much to appeal
folded arms and the masterly inaotlv
ity of the even tenor of our political
ways Gibbon in his decline of Home
wrote that gratitude was expensive
It has taken a long time for the idea to
penetrate tbe Negro but he should not
be blamed if what phrenologist Bay of
him be true but he hi absorbing and
asking if he is making the best practi-
cal

¬

use of his franchise by cohesion
while every ofthei class of voters en
joy protection and emoluments by di
vision I must close this letter already
too long Dont regard me as a pessi-

mist
¬

I know that Bacon wrote that
men of age object too much but the

fact is Cooper it has beenso long since
I heard a 4th of July hallelujah choruB
that I am getting out of tune

MoKinley has been again nominated
I see and doubtless will be elected
with a Congress in harmony thus giv
lug the party another lease of power
which God grant let us hope may re-

dound
¬

to the welfare of all the people
Say to my many friends that they are

though lost to sight to memory dear
Truly your friend

M W Gibbs

AN ALL STAR CONCERT

A grand star concert will be given at
the John Wesley ohurch Connecticut
avenue between L and M street
Friday evening September 21st 1900

under the auspices of the Bishop Wa-
lters

¬

Club On this occasion great
pleasure will be taken to present the
leading talent of the District The fol
lowing named singers and speakers will
participate The Amphion Glee Club
Prof J T Layton Mr Winston
Payne Miss Chanie Patterson Mrs
Lula Joy Brooks Miss Matfcie R
Bowen Miss Ottie M Brooks Prof J
Henry Lewis muBical director Prof
Wm Braxton pianist Svery one who
wishes to spend an evening of pleasure
should not miss this opportunity of a
ffare treat Committee of arrangements
Mrs 8 1 Orme president Miss Marie
Brown secretary Mrs M R Wright
treasurer Rev B J Bolding pastor
Admiasien 25 cents tf

Sreo W Wise
FamMiig UiterUfeai

PRACTICAL EIB1LMER

9000 M street Georgetown D Q

Telephone eall 103 88

Lewis mefs
INSURANCE AGENT

Ill North Clinton Bt EaBt Orange N J
hick accident and death benefit

Paid Pbohptxy

National Benefit Association Capital B8Y
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MME DAVIS

Born Clairvoyant Card Reader
Tells abont business Removes
BpellB and Evil Influences Re-
unites

¬

the Separated and Gives
Luck to all Cures Piles and
Drunkenness

xaa8 35th st n w Washington DC
tSF No letters answered unless ac¬

companied by stamp

W H BUTLEK

PAINTS OILS
GLASS c

609 O BTREET NW
Springtime is on and your house

will need touching up We have jus
what you want

W H BUTLER 609 C St N W
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50 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Trade Marks
Designs

Copyrights c
A roin sending Ji cketoh and description may

jni mt ii iTtnm our opinion free whether an
i 1 pribablr pjtentable Comraunica

hii fiLtlycMtiileiitial Handbook on Patents
Hiit mm Oldest agency for securing patents
Iliiiiis taken through Jlunn Co receive

mt in t ice without charge in tbe

Scientific fltmrican
1 hamlwiirly Illustrated weekly largest clr
iiliintiii if uivwientlHc Journal Terms 73 4
nirrtfiir Months 1 Sold by all newsdealers

MN g Co36iBroajwa New York
silo 725 F St-- Washington UC

NOTICEI

REYNOLDS REYNOLDS

ARCHITECTS

1210 U STREET N W

Architects for College Buildings
Churches Chapels Theatres City
and Suburban Residences from 300

up Prospectuses furnished to intead
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